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Abstract: The traditional character of small towns is fading with the rapid economic progress. Based on
the investigation and research, this paper analiffz@gphenomenon and problem found in the landscape
environment construction of small towns, emphasizhre important function of urban designing. ltoait
forward some countermeasures to the urban desigmafl cities from the aspects of concept, legmtat
and management.
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The town ecological space is an important partvirigd space to mankind. With the rapid development
of social industrialization and with the great mexs of social-economy, the scale of town space is
expanding and the town status in national econmngven more important. Beijing is in the speed-up
progress of urbanization now. At present there 22 towns in Beijing, among which there are 142
organizational towns. For the sake of the develognoé small towns, the Beijing municipal government
started a small town construction experimental goiogince 1995, and in 2001 defined 33 towns thath
better conditions as the Central small towns ireotd construct emphatically. The 33 central siwlins
have become the key hinge between the developnfettieocountry and the city. The environmental
resources are of great significance to the stytetha feature of small towns in exploring the uigountry
culture and district characters.

Since 2003 the author has investigated the histodypresent conditions of more than 20 centrallsma
towns. We found that as Beijing region is in thadi@g place in Chinese urbanization, the small town
construction has been developing quickly and thpwiwf the industry increases in a high-speed. &V
the same time, the images of small towns follows#sme pattern and traditional style is vanishing.

The reason causing that phenomenon are variouspdglecting city plan is the primary one. Most
towns get into the architecture designs after #émral area plans, lacking planning to regions,n®wnd
central areas. That means lacking the macroscapicnaicrocosmic consideration. At present, the small
town construction is in the stage, which is the k&ge forming the environmental styles and featuife
such conditions can’t be changed, it will do haorthte healthy development of the small towns. Titealy
importance is attached to the plan, design andtemt®n with the realization of the seriousnessthaf
problem. Otherwise, if the bad style has been fdintbe later generations can do nothing about it or
compensate it at a high price.

1THE VANISHING OF TRADITIONAL CHARACTER OF SMALL TOWNS
In small towns, there are no developed traffic piacforest of high buildings and dense populatinit,

there have distinctive geography environment, @étscene, dwelling houses close to the folk customs
spacious space and fresh air. Small towns are dficttte economical superiority, but have more local
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characters. The small town character is the resukdé many forces and should be reflected under the
direction of city plan. Lacking the city plan is anportant reason influencing the image of smaliris.

After the plan design, most towngonstruction would enter the architect design diyeaccording to the

district function and land quality, even just acting to the like of local leaders. All the reasa®ve create
the confusion of small town’s style and featureke Btyle, color and image of buildings lack necgssa
relation.

1.1 Pursuing large public space blindly

The most obvious difference between the small toamd large cities is reflected on the space scale
whose rationality affects the dimension of the $rimabn. It is not advisable to construct blindlythdut the
consideration of concrete circumstances and imttetdarge scale of big cities. But after our irtigegtion
we found that the misadjustment of public spacestegiin many towns. For example, some towns built
particularly large squares about ten thousandsrequaters, which exceed the need of the town netside
What's more, most squares use hard paving tilelaridgreen facilities, which are unfavorable tohotite
residents and the environment.

G

Fig.1.Large square of a small town in BeiJing

1.2 Copying the European style mechanically

The environment landscape of anytime in historycalitinues the creation of forefathers. So only by
esteeming the history and present conditions, sigpwie characters using the quintessence of hjstay
can make the small town characters natural.
With the speeding-up of urbanization developmengmall town construction, people still have natlized
the big influence of city plan to dwelling enviroent and do not understand the significance of town
appearance, so the European style is popular pesiuse some people thought it means modern. For the
small town in the speed-up stage of developmestwtong consciousness is influencing its architectu
style seriously.

A town government of Beijing has decided to condtrdistinguished small towns 10-20 kilometers

around the central area. The plan is to construam@ll towns with the style of FrangeSpanish,

North-America, Japanese and Islamic in order tickrthe intention of touristic satellite town. Thiarting
point is good, but it is not proper to copy theefgn architecture style without the consideratidrthe
geography position, climate, and the customs obpeific district. After the investigation, thethor found
that the so-called constructing Spanish style tswvonly the construction style of some Spanishdiuigs.
Those buildings lack careful designs in color, scalnd architecture material, to say nothing of the
connection with the history. It is a pity that dgiit in such way can not give people the feelindaséign
countries, at the same time it will destroy theriapace pattern that formed naturally for many gear
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1.3 The confusion of the architecture style

Different distribution and style of architecturenstitute different environmental forms and space
characters which are the direct expression of anbstlandscape of the towns. But many small towasna
difficulties of ordinary looking because of lackiof§ urban design. Some marked buildings are beeghgo
with new and modern styles in their own way buthwiit the consideration of the whole environmentth&t
same time, large numbers of common buildings athénservice of function, lacking plastic desigont
buildings using china brick as facade materialkltike matchbox without expression. What's moreg th
composition of the buildings are short of the diéfet local styles. There are both the Chinese argign
styles in architecture designs and the color ofdngs looks dull or disordered. All that above qaot
reflect the local characters.

Fig.2. Different architecture styles in the same street

Furthermore, the advertisement board needs magigscontrol and many kinds of facilities are
different in scale, color, material and positioriehh made the town buildings look improper, influgry the
whole view of the town.

2THE REASONS OF THE VACANCY OF URBAN DESIGNSIN SMALL TOWNS

2.1 Lacking the consciousness to the function and the significance of the urban designs
The city design has been put into practice in @untry about only ten years, therefore, there eriste
or less perplexity and uncertainty not only in drb@lvns, even in the construction of big citiesefédare
many specialized people still lacking the knowled§arban designs.
In more than 20 central small towns we had investid, all the town leaders know the law effecthef t
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town plan, but when talking about the urban desifimen the concept to the significance, they kndtlel
What they are really interested in is the constomodf single buildings. We had looked at the pgiaper that
had been sanctioned of the 26 central towns, letis and drawings are almost never concerned Wih t
content of urban designs of small towns. Only Viesy talk of some instructive principles of city dgss.
Two central towns once had the plan of urban dssibuat it was delayed because of SARS in the sming
2003.

Because of the less consciousness to the urbagndeshere is no context from macroscopic plans to
concrete projects in small town construction. S® ¢htire environment of small towns is hard to ecka
and the character is difficult to form.

2.2 Lacking thetheory and practicein city designs

In theory, the urban designs of the small townsum country is almost blank and in the present
research about city designs, big cities have bes @s object. The research about small towns almos
centralized on the aspects of scales and tapeslogenental tactics and systems, and planning mamegte
While the research on the small town city desigmisstly the description and the introduction to the
examples of small towns, lacking the systematiothas instruction.

2.3 Theneeds of thelegal position and the management system in urban design

England and America are the earlier countries pliitthe methods of urban designs into practice. In
England the Ministry of Environment and Design niiedi the guided paper on the plan policy in 1997,
defining the position and the content of the urbasign. America has implemented the managementhand
investigation system of the urban design in moas th000 cities, which have the important meaninthéo
practice of the design achievement.

While in our country, there is no explicit regutatito the content, depth and gain of the urbangdesi
Even in some towns, the urban design is accomplishaborately, but doing that is only for alluricgpital.
Another problem is that the urban design has nal lpgsition, so it has no instructive and controlvpr to
the city construction.

3. THE CHARACTER OF THE URBAN DESIGN IN SMALL TOWNS

The urban design of small towns is the same asdhatommon cities in result, actualization and
operational manner. Although the small towns belantipe city category, it is not the simple dwindent of
big cities, so the theory and practice in cities oat apply mechanically to the small towns.

The small towns are now in the different progresge with the big cities. Although the small towns
have a good progress tendency, but they staratateheir foundation is weak, so they still neddray time
to grow up. If the leaders who are in charge of ¢h®ll towns construction can grasp the chancéeat t
beginning and consider the urban designs in evagesof the plan, they will get twice the resulthwhalf
the effort. For example, small towns are more closthe nature and have more context to the hisaady
the folk customs, which can form the city imageieasrhe result of its urban design is simpler thwm
cities, but the small towns have more superionityuiilization of history and custom material, whichn
strengthen the individuality.

Because the scale of the small town is relativeials so the time of construction is short and the
control process of the urban design is relativelyye

The small town characters chiefly embody indivitjpahd they are different from the big cities ahd t
other towns, thus providing the atmosphere of ttene and culture to the designs. The factors emnfting
the urban design of small towns specifically armeatly show in the following four aspects:

3.1 Controlling the space scale reasonably
The great difference between the architecture iallsitowns and big cities embody on the scale. tn bi
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cities, the population and buildings are denselit,bao the public buildings are enormous. On thetcary,
there are streets close to people and small dimersiildings, which bring us comfortable feelingatthad
been lost in the city life. So the architecture dnel environment design of small towns must incltiue
relevant scale and composition.

3.2 Conforming to the history context

Town has the characteristics of peopke spirit and culture. The form of the traditionalilding is the

result of the outlook life style and aesthetics of the residents. Snaaihts have their own original history,

culture and tradition which can not be copied ga3ihe character of the small towns is the accutiouiaf
the tradition and needs an integrated backgrouechuse the culture is the most intrinsic and conhsteng
acting on the character of small towns. At presexainy designs of the architecture in small townsydoom
the west style buildings. It's a pity that althouiys at the price of diminishing our own buildingthe
foreign ideology under their style can not be reatbfrom such buildings.

3.3 Exploring the natural resourcesin small town construction

Natural environment is the key factor influencimg tsmall town character. The small towns in Beijing
have more ecologic dominance than the city regibtamy towns have abundant supply of water and fores
resources, and they have fresh air and pleasambctilnate, which are fit to human subsistence. r6the
urban design in small towns, the utilization ofurat resources should be considered, so as thdetdture
and building attain intergrowth.

3.4 Urban design and industry orientation

Economy configuration and industry orientation ssential element of the small town character.
Exploiting the industrial resources of differentvtts and orientating the economy structure can atleéd
blindness in the small town construction. It casoaleduce the demand of the resources in each aodn
can prevent competition, so as to form the differeeeds of the urban designs. The representate@e
is Houshayu in Shunyi district of Beijing. Becaudeushayu is a small town with the beautiful langsca
and favorable position, it has become the inhalgtgdtaces of the advanced white collar workers and
foreigners, so the industry orientation of Houshiyreal estate.

That town has built a lot of villas and a series@fnmon facilities that are in the same style, WHarm
the graceful inhabitancy with the small town chégac

However, many small towns have no specific industigntation and haven't exploited the charactierist
industry at present, which leads to the loss ofdisénctions between the towns and the loss obtlikling
characters.

4. CREATING THE CHARACTER OF THE SMALL TOWNSBY STRENGTHENING THE URBAN
DESIGN
4.1 Requirement and impetus are needed in the urban designs

The small towns development and grown-up is the course to accumutatural and humanistic

resources. At the same time it is the course fersthall towns to compete for the markets and tiiloiige
the source rationally. But in the definite time apéce, the source and the market is limited, ifining the
theory and the manner of the urban design can toetfevelop the small town characters and perfact it
systems step by step, causing the town to be ttizac

4.2 L egidation and management need to be strengthened urgently
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According to the foreign experience, the urbangtesin one hand is the colligation of many skilldakh
need both architecture three dimensional spacks skitl city plan knowledge, on the other hand; itat the
simple combination of the two subjects but it negdsans of harmonious management to bring the result
into effect.

City plan is a sort of society interventionist mgdhat is put into practice to some extent. Insidlo to
our actuality, we suggest strengthening the leisiafirst and at the same time giving the definite
requirement about the profundity of the designtfrui

4.3 Thefruit of the urban design needs much maneuver ability
Urban design involves two stages: design and dzwabmall town design is the instrument of the
resource collocation while actualize action isfénerable process of the resource collocation.

Design stage Actualize stage
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Fig.4. Urban design includes two stages: design and laxgua

The urban design outcome of the small towns shstuiide to popularize and assure actualizationhén t
design process, we should lay the emphasis onl#loe,pthe section and the building consideringltical
characters, grasping the construction of the reptesive entrance area, central area, street pagsiough
the town, scenic spot and history site to manifestocal scene.

In this way we can improve the town image with leapital and shorter time period while exploring th
latent value, which is propitious to the activititbe trade and the attraction of the investmendtw@timately
advancing the whole environment.

The appearance of our small town is changing daydy We would feel a great pity if we saw
thousands of buildings that look just like matché®3Xollowing the same pattern, if we saw the dieced
advertisement and low shops beside the wide comahatceets and if we saw the rural houses beopmin
townish. The small town construction has enteredseed-up development, which will help to unfdid t
urban design, and inevitably become the economgatipf the small town character and quality. Theamn
design as a specialized activity will move towastdsall towns from big cities, and become the powerfu
instrument to improve the environment and the attaraof small towns.
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